
Reasons for Ordinance to Ban Fracking Waste

(__________) Town Council (Board of Selectmen):

Whereas waste from fracking (hydraulic fracturing) contains water, rock cuttings, and sludges contaminated with carcinogenic chemicals such as benzene, heavy metals such as arsenic and mercury, and radioactive material such as radium and radon;

Whereas oil and gas companies are seeking ways to dispose of trillions of gallons of fracking waste;

Whereas Connecticut sewage treatment plants and centralized waste treatment plants are possible sites for disposal of this waste;

Whereas disposal experience of fracking waste in Pennsylvania demonstrates that sewage treatment plants and typical centralized waste treatment plants are not adequate for safe removal of radioactive material, high level of salts in water, and carcinogenic chemicals;

Whereas construction of centralized waste treatment plants that meet the standards for producing clean water from fracking waste water will make the disposal expensive for oil and gas companies;

Whereas the temptation to lower standards to make Connecticut companies competitive for accepting hazardous fracking waste will always be present;

Whereas because of special exemptions given to the oil and gas industry, fracking waste is not classified as “hazardous waste” under Federal and state laws, eliminating any tracking requirements for its handling;

Whereas truck accidents, spills, leaks, and illegal dumping can expose farmland, ground water, drivers, police, EMTs, and the pubic to fracking waste;

Whereas landfill disposal of fracking sludge and cuttings could contaminate them for thousands of years.  Storage in closed containment tanks could eventually result in permanent ground water and surface water contamination;

Whereas road spreading of fracking waste water for dust control and de-icing on roads increases risk of exposure to drivers and pedestrians and contamination of nearby fields and surface waters.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore we ask the (______) Town Council (Board of Selectmen) to pass the following ordinance:
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